
SIGN 167 Care of deteriorating patients 

Search flowchart 

 

KQ1,2,3  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Systematic reviews from 
sifted results = 19 

SRs Selected by group =4 

Additional searching for 
RCTs / observational 
studies. 
Initial return =  197 
Sifted results = 152 

15 SRs excluded by 
group for irrelevance 

 

151 Observational 
studies excluded by 
group for irrelevance 

observational studies 
Selected by group =1 

Evidence Table  

4SRs + 1 Obs 



KQ4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KQ5 

Observational  from sifted 
results = 16 

Obs Selected by group = 3 

13 Obs studies 
excluded by group for 
irrelevance 

Evidence Table 

3 Obs 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Systematic reviews from 
sifted results = 2 

SRs Selected by group =1 

Additional searching for 
RCTs / observational 
studies. 
Initial return = 454 
Sifted results =20 

1 SR excluded by 
group for irrelevance 

 

10 RCTs/ 
Observational 
studies excluded by 
group for irrelevance 

RCTs/ observational studies 
Selected by group =10 

2 RCTs/ observational 
studies excluded for 
inclusion in review 

Evidence Table  

1SRs + 8 Obs 



KQ7 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KQ8,9 

Observational studies initial 
recall = 779 

Sifted results = 24 

Obs Selected by group = 11 

13 SRs excluded by 
group for irrelevance 

Evidence Table 

5 Obs  

6 Obs excluded for poor 
methodological quality 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Systematic reviews from 
sifted results = 1 

SRs Selected by group =1 

Additional searching for 
RCTs / observational 
studies. 
Initial return = 319 
Sifted results = 54 

33 RCTs/ 
Observational 
studies excluded by 
group for irrelevance 

RCTs/ observational studies 
Selected by group =21 

3 RCTs/ observational 
studies excluded for 
wrong study type or 
irrelevance  

Evidence Table  

1SRs + 1RCTs + 17 Obs 



KQ10 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Systematic reviews from 
sifted results = 3 

SRs Selected by group =3 ?SRs excluded for poor 
methodological quality 

Additional searching for 
RCTs / observational 
studies. 
Initial return = 106 
Sifted results = 36 

? SR excluded by 
group for irrelevance 

 

11 RCTs/ 
Observational 
studies excluded by 
group for irrelevance 

RCTs/ observational studies 
Selected by group =25 

16 RCTs/ 
observational studies 
excluded for 
relevance, wrong 
study type, poor 
methodological 
quality etc Evidence Table  

3SRs + 1 RCT + 8 Obs 



KQ11 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Systematic reviews from 
sifted results = 1 

SRs Selected by group =1 

Additional searching for 
RCTs / observational 
studies. 
Initial return = 1995 
Sifted results = 18 

14 RCTs/ 
Observational 
studies excluded by 
group for irrelevance 

RCTs/ observational studies 
Selected by group =4 

3 RCTs/ observational 
studies excluded for 
poor methodological 
quality, relevance 

Evidence Table  

1SRs + 1 Obs 



KQ12 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Systematic reviews from 
sifted results = 1 

SRs Selected by group =1 

Additional searching for 
RCTs / observational 
studies. 
Initial return = 427 
Sifted results = 15 

5 RCTs/ 
Observational 
studies excluded by 
group for irrelevance 

RCTs/ observational studies 
Selected by group =9 

5 RCTs/ observational 
studies excluded for 
poor methodological 
quality, relevance, 
wrong study type 

Evidence Table  

1SRs + 1 RCTs + 3 Obs 



KQ14 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Systematic reviews from 
sifted results = 1 

SRs Selected by group =1 1 SR excluded for poor 
methodological quality 

Additional searching for 
RCTs / observational 
studies. 
Initial return = 414 
Sifted results = 39 

1 SR excluded by 
group for irrelevance 

 

28 RCTs/ 
Observational 
studies excluded by 
group for irrelevance 

RCTs/ observational studies 
Selected by group =11 

1 RCTs/ observational 
studies excluded for 
poor methodological 
quality 

Evidence Table  

3 RCTs + 7 Obs 


