
Algorithm for classifying study design for questions of effectiveness
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Which checklist to use?

1.  No checklist, use data   
  extraction form

2.  Cohort study checklist 

3.  RCT checklist

4.  Case control study checklist

5.  Use RCT checklist but grade  
  as level 2 evidence and indicate  
  non-randomised status in  
  section 1.2 of checklist

Adapted from NICE (www.nice.org.uk)

Which checklist to use?
1. No checklist required.

2. Cohort study checklist

3. RCT checklist

4. Case control study checklist

5.  RCT checklist, but omit 
questions 2, 3, and 4. Cannot 
be higher than 1+ evidence.


